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OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY 

□ Responsive to communicatjon(s) filed on 


□ This action is FINAL. 


A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to exoire ^ 

whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this cc^munii^ SLtT ^T^l month < s >' or 

the application to become abandoned. (35 u & cTSTSu^ « res P°"d within the period for response will cause 
1 -1 36(a). { ** u,b ' u 5 133 >* Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 

Disposition of Claims 

K] Claim(s) /- ZLn 


Of the above, claim (s) " is/are Pending in the application. 

D Claim(s) ~~ : — is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

gCfaim(s) J _ j q ~ ■ 1 is/are allowed. 
Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

□ Qaim(s) ' is/are objected to. 

. . — are subject to restriction or election requirement 

Application Papers 

□ See me attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 
U The drawtng(s) filed on 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on ^/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examtoe7 — ' S ^ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a ciaim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a H d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
[D received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

U received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). ' 
•Certified copies not received: 


□ Acknowledgmem is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
Attachments) 

Notice of Reference Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, FTO-4 13 

^Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

-SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES- 

PTOL-32S <Rav. 8/96) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

In this application: 

Claims 1-20 are now pending and under examination. 


Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.84 or 1.152 for 
the reasons stated on PTO 948. Correction is required. 


Claim Rejections 


35 USC §102 


The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented 
or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more 
than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States . 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of 
section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
tor patent. 
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35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 'title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 


Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Horiuchi et al or Cathey, Jr. 

Horiuchi et al (US Patent 5,155,331) disclose an etching 
apparatus comprised of two electrodes and a holding body for 
holding a substrate. The apparatus is also comprised of a 
sealing ring and a clamp. (See especially columns 3-5) 

Cathey, Jr (US Patent 5,096,536) disclose an apparatus for - 
plasma etching comprised of an upper and lower electrode , 
clamps, o-ring sealing members, and a central opening in the 
lower supporting electrode. (See especially columns 4 and 5) 

Thus, the prior art disclosures are viewed as anticipating 
the claimed invention. 
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The Art Unit location of your application in the Patent and 
Trademark Office has changed. To aid in correlating any papers 
for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Group Art Unit 1802. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to V. Ryan 
whose telephone number is (703)305-6558. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703)308-0196. 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to the 
Group 1800 by facsimile transmission. The faxing of such papers 
must conform with the notice published in the Official Gazette, 
1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The fax number for Art Unit 1802 
is (703)308-4242. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, James Housel, can be 
reached on (703) 308-4027. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this 
application, other than those under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which 
otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and 
should be addressed to [james.housel@uspto.gov]. 


♦ 
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All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record 
in the application file. PTO employees do not engage in Internet 
communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive 
information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in 
the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official 
Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 199v' at 1195 
OG 89. 



